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President’s Letter

Public attention is focused on violent crime and
health reform. but the common thread that runs
through these and the rest of society’s ills is sub-
stance abuse. Substance abuse—not just illicit
drugs but also tobacco and alcohol—affects the
health care system, the justice system, businesses,
the communirty and the family itself.

The American Bar Association got involved in the
drug crisis in the late 1980s because of the impact
of drugs on our criminal justice system. During the
1980s, society’s response to the drug problem was
to treat it as a challenge to law enforcement rather
than a health, social, or economic, problem. We
discovered that the drug problem was literally
bleeding the civil and criminal justice systems of
all their resources.

Although significant progress has been made in
reducing illicit drug use, we feel the problem is
getting worse and not better. Moreover, inadequate
attention is paid to the problems of alcohol abuse
and tobacco use. Our drug crisis has generated thou-

sands of statistics, but the bottom line facts are these:

» Health Costs At least $140 billion of the
$1 trillion Americans will spend on health care
next year is attributable to substance abuse
and addiction.

» Drug Use The United States has the highest rate
of illicit drug use of any industrialized country.

Twenty-six million Americans used illicit drugs
in 1991.

» Crime In 1992 alone, more than 1.9 million
Americans were victimized by violent crime,
distinguishing us as the most violent of any
other industrialized nation.

>» Homicide Homicide is now the second leading
cause of death among persons 15 to 24 years of
age in the U.S. One contributing factor: the entry
of crack cocaine into urban centers.

> Juveniles Violence among youths is exploding.
A 70 percent increase in the number of juveniles
committing murder with guns was reported over

the decade. Again, drugs are widely considered
to contribute to this epidemic of violence
among youth.

> Prisons Drug related crime is a major cause
of overcrowded prisons. Jail and prison pop-
ulations have doubled in the past eight vears.
In the past five years, the amount of resources
allocated to jails and prisons nearly doubled
to $13 billion per year.

» Arrests The United States has more than 1 mil-
lion arrests for drug-related offenses each year.

» Economy Conservative estimates place the cost
of drugs and drug-related crime at $300 billion
dollars each year.

Imagine the benefit to our communities if just half
of the resources currently spent addressing the prob-
lems of drugs and drug-related violence were allocat-
ed to the prevention of substance abuse and to early
intervention when individuals do develop aicohol.
tobacco and other drug problems.

Traditionally, our society has turned to the criminal
justice system for solution to drugs, crime, and
violence. Although we recognize that criminal justice
solutions are an important component of a compre-
hensive national drug strategy, the criminal justice
system alone cannot solve the problem. We have
concluded that solutions must be found “upstream”
to prevent many of the drug-retated problems from
ever entering the justice system. The document that
follows is a major step toward achieving that goal.

As leaders, we must unite in our message to the
citizens of this nation. As the President of ABA. [ am
deeply appreciative of the gracious assistance dedi-
cated to this effort from many national organizations.
[ am particularly indebted to John P Driscoll, Jr. for
his excellent leadership in challenging us all to move
in these New Directions.

R. William Ide 111
President
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